
Viktor Fuchs, general director
of the Germany-headquar-
tered Gross+Fuchs (G+F)
network of small and
medium-sized freight for-
warders, is keen to continue to
grow the organisation. 

Fuchs noted that, over the
last six months, he “has been
amazed” at the growth
achieved by the network.

G+F has three separate
forwarder networks. The
largest of the three consortia is
Air & Ocean Partners (AOP),
incorporating 201 companies
across 83 countries.

Another, branded ‘Con-
necting 5 Continents’ (C5C),
has nearly 60 members in over
30 countries and 25 project

partner offices in 15 countries. 
Where Fuchs is looking to

grow still further is in niche
regional markets and niche
commodity markets. 

With regard to the former,
he regards the Eastern
Europe, former Yugoslavia
and CIS markets as being
potentially very rewarding.
There is also room for further
profitable inclusion of African
forwarders, he believes.

With regard to the latter,
he thinks that there is poten-
tial in including further niche
commodity forwarders, for
example those active in house-
hold or exhibition goods. 

This might even involve
the creation of a fourth con-

sortium in the fullness of time,
Fuchs considered.

But for the moment he said

the priority is still on the cur-
rent membership and helping
them to prosper in what is
becoming a very competitive
industry, impacted upon by
high fuel prices and increasing
security regulations.

The high fuel prices are a
particular problem for the
small forwarders, Fuchs
believes, given their inability –
unlike the larger, global for-
warders – to pass on all the
costs to their customers. The
competition is simply too
fierce, he noted.

The low value of the dollar
has also hit exports, although
there are corresponding com-
pensatory benefits for
imports, Fuchs added.
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Air Berlin cuts back 
on long-haul capacity

GLOBAL FREIGHT FORWARDER Schenker has
acquired the remaining 49 percent shareholding in the
Schenker Industrial Logistics joint venture from
Siemens, in a deal that is effective retroactively to 1
January of this year. The range of services at Schenker
Industrial Logistics includes tailor-made logistics solu-
tions for the electrical engineering, mechanical
engineering, aerospace, semiconductor and electronics
industries.

FRAPORT, WHICH OPERATES Frankfurt’s two air-
ports, has started working under a management
contract at the Saudi Arabian airports of Riyadh and
Jeddah. During the six-year contract for both airports,
Fraport management teams will be responsible for
daily operations and for leading a range of projects.  
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Bonn: DHL under one roof
Last month (June) DHL
Express brought together its
global management team
under one roof in a new global
head office in Bonn.

As well as allowing for
“greater synergy across its key
business functions”, DHL said
the move to the new building
aims “to bring increased col-
laboration between its express
and logistics businesses” as a
result of the new office’s close
proximity to Deutsche Post
World Net’s headquarters.

The move to the new office
building also involved the
establishment of a Global
Quality Control Center there. 

This centre, which operates
24/7, is designed to ensure
that shipment information is
available on the network
within 15 minutes of being
recorded.

John Mullen, CEO at DHL
Express, noted: “This marks

the start of a new era for DHL
Express. 

“Not only have we estab-
lished our infrastructure
globally but we have engaged
the right talent pool in our
global team to forge stronger
partnerships between the busi-
ness units.”

G+F expands forwarder network

Mullen: “this marks the start of a
new era for DHL Express”

As fuel prices begin to bite, Air Berlin has unveiled a
cost reduction package that will include the removal of
14 aircraft from service by the end of the year. 

The carrier has taken four A330-300 aircraft out of
its long-haul network, moving them to medium-haul
services operating from Nuremburg and putting one
on stand-by duties. 

The carrier said it will suspend its flights to Beijing,
Shanghai, Mauritius and Sri Lanka, plus its Düsseldorf -
New York JFK service, for the winter schedule.

Air Berlin took over the Düsseldorf-based LTU airline
in August 2007, adding 26 A320 and A330 series air-
craft and a number of short and medium-haul aircraft
to its fleet in the process.

Fuchs: “amazed” at G+F’s 
growth in recent months
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